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Weimar Republic, Herr Ebert, was in the closest contact with the represent-
atives of the Prussian military caste, and immediately on assuming office in
1918 had a private telephone line installed, connecting his residence in Berlin
with Cassel, the then residence of the representatives of the old Army, Field-
Marshal Hindenburg and General Groener.

It was on the order of the Socialist Minister Noske and with the help of
the military caste that the Spartacists and the Independent Socialists were
suppressed. A queer democratic Republic, indeed, animated by a strange,
new spirit, which inaugurated its career by close collaboration with that
military caste which throughout the nineteenth century had constituted with
the heavy industries the backbone of all German government systems! That
Republic dared not touch the Prussian Junkers, and abstained from applying
agrarian reforms to the Prussian latifundia, although almost every other
country of Central and Eastern Europe undertook such reforms immediately
after the termination of the war. It also made no attempt to curb the
influence of the great industrialists on the policies of the Reich. However,
at the request of the large individual concerns, the Republic,, which had
the support of the Socialists, abolished in 1930 the 8-hour working day,
one of the few conquests the November Revolution of 1918 brought to the
German workers. The 8-hour day has never been restored in the Reich,
not even in 1923, when the Socialist Hermann Miiller was at the head of
the Government of the Reich!

The moderate Socialist Prime Minister of Prussia, Herr Braun, himself
writes, in exile during the present war:

I never had any enmity against the Army, but rather I had some sympathy
for it and for its corps of officers, which demanded from its members, if they had
the right, idealistic conception of their calling, a great deal of selflessness and
devotion and offered little prospect of material gains. The privileged social
position granted to the officers of the old Army was designed to recompense
them for their renunciation of material gains.
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Herr Braun even tries to excuse the political murders committed by the
secret "patriotic" organisations on the hated leftists:

The Fehme-murders constitute a very dark page in German history.

But to be just one must not forget that this conspiratorial atmosphere owes its
emergence to the senseless stipulations of the dictated peace of Versailles, which
instead of leaving to the German people a Militia suitable for defence purposes,
forced upon it a numerically very limited, mercenary army, without even sub-
scribing for it an adequate equipment. Only an unbelievable political short-
sightedness could have assumed that a great, culturally advanced and profoundly
warlike (militant) people like the Germans would tolerate permanently such a
state of imposed defencelessness.

OTTO BRAUN, ibid., pp. 206-7.
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